
 

ISSUE 23 – JAN 2015 

Making plans for the future 

 

Welcome to the twenty-third edition of 'Service Without Boundaries', the U-Freight Group’s 

(UFL) customer newsletter.  

 

With Chinese New Year approaching, we urge any of our customers around the world who 

have goods that need to be shipped before the holiday, to notify your local U-Freight Group 

office as soon as possible. 

 

For 2015, beginning on the first day of the lunar calendar, Chinese New Year falls on 

February 19th, with many factories in China closing up to two weeks prior to this with some 

not reopening fully until two weeks afterwards.   

 

With a surge in orders prior to this, shipping by both air and sea is in huge demand and 

availability does become an issue.  Carriers are also now operating winter schedules, 

which has already reduced capacity. 

 

This edition of 'Service Without Boundaries' includes some news about various 

developments within the U-Freight Group, our partners around the world, as well as issues 

that may affect the workings of your supply chains. 

 

As always, I invite you read the contents of this issue, which I hope you find to be of use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LATEST NEWS 

U-Freight gains trusted trader status in Taiwan  

U-Freight Taiwan, our Taiwanese partner, has been certified by the Taiwan Customs 

Authority as an Authorised Economic Operator (AEO).  

 Read more 

Australian partner wins wine industry award  

Our Australian partner, Seaway Logistics, has been awarded the WISA Wine Industry 

Supplier of the Year Award for Export. 

 Read more 

EFL gets Irish travel agents approval 

The Irish Travel Agents Association has welcomed Bike-on-Board / Pets-on-Board as a new 

affiliate partner of the Association. 

 Read more 

Spanish partner enjoys annual convention 

Our partner in Spain, Tracosa Aduanas, held its annual convention in Barcelona from 

November 29-30, 2014.  

 Read more 

 

 

 

 

TRADE SECTOR FOCUS 

WAREHOUSING AND STORAGE SOLUTIONS 

The U-Freight Group (UFL) has an excellent track record for successful warehouse design, 

implementation and operation for both dedicated and multi-user facilities. 

 Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOTA BENE 

Freight transportation market to be worth USD23 billion by 2019 

We note that the worldwide freight transportation management market is set to grow from 

USD15.30 billion (2014) to USD23.69 billion by 2019 at a compound annual growth rate 

(CAGR) of 9.14%, according to a new market research report titled ‘Freight Transportation 

Management Market by Solutions’ published by MarketsandMarkets. 

 Read more 

Air cargo growth up at Pactl and Hactl 

Shanghai Pudong International Airport Cargo Terminal Ltd (Pactl) handled a total of 1.5 

million tonnes of air cargo in 2014, a year-on-year increase of 16.15 per cent as demand 

surged at mainland China's busiest airport. 

 Read more 

US west coast ports near gridlock  

Almost one year since the threat of a work slowdown or strike was mentioned as a 

possibility, both sides in the US west coast port labour dispute are sparring and blaming 

each other and the cargo interests are continuing to suffer the consequences.   

 Read more 

Global air freight growth concentrates in Asia and Middle East  

We note that that the most recent report from the International Air Transport Association 

(IATA) concerning data for global air freight markets showed that demand measured in 

freight tonne kilometres (FTK) grew 4.2% compared to November 2013. Capacity grew by 

3.3% over the previous November. Compared to October 2014, air freight demand 

expanded by a healthy 0.8%. 

 Read more 

Lithium-metal battery ban for bellyhold cargo now in force  

We remind all readers that the ban on shipments of lithium-metal batteries on passenger 

aircraft came into force in January.  

 Read more 

 

Anyone who has any questions about the items contained in this newsletter should get in touch with 

your local UFL office. Please visit our website on a regular basis for more items of breaking news. 

www.ufreight.com 

http://www.ufreight.com/


 

U-Freight gains trusted trader status in Taiwan       Back to Index 

U-Freight Taiwan, our Taiwanese partner, has 

been certified by the Taiwan Customs Authority 

as an Authorised Economic Operator (AEO). 

 

U-Freight Taiwan’s accreditation follows that of U-Freight Holland in 2012, U-Freight’s 

Spanish (Tracosa) and German (Alpha trans Luft- und Seefrachtspedition) partners in the 

same year, as well as Conroute Air & Sea, its partner in Sweden, in 2014. 

 

In the USA, U-Freight America had its U.S. Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism 

(C-TPAT) status revalidated last year, some ten years after it was first certified. UFL’s 

oceanfreight forwarding division in the USA, U-Ocean USA, is also C-TPAT certified. 

 

U-Freight Taiwan will see tangible benefits of AEO accreditation including fewer physical 

and documentary examinations of cargo, priority use of non-intrusive inspection techniques 

when examination is required, priority processing by Customs whenever security is 

heightened, an exclusive consultancy centre providing assistance when cargoes encounter 

customs processing problems and privileged benefits under mutual recognition 

agreements. 

 

For UFL, supply chain security is of enormous importance, both for our own subsidiaries 

and for our exclusive partner network around the world. 

 

The AEO scheme is one of a series of measures being co-ordinated by the World Customs 

Organisation as part of a multi-layered approach to facilitating trade whilst making supply 

chains more secure and controlled. 

 

The scheme provides legitimate businesses with a quality mark, which demonstrates that 

their internal controls, staff training and procedures are effective and compliant and certified 

AEOs receive benefits when trading internationally. 

 

Taiwan has signed mutual recognition agreements with the United States, Singapore and 

Israel and expects to sign further MRAs with several other countries and trade blocks such 

as: the EU, China and Japan. 

 Back to Index



 

Australian partner wins wine industry award         Back to Index 

Our Australian partner, Seaway Logistics, has been awarded the WISA Wine Industry 

Supplier of the Year Award for Export. 

 

The award was in recognition of Seaway’s efforts in supplying logistics services to the wine 

industry and most particularly the bulk wine supply chain that involves the carriage of bulk 

wine in Sunraysia, all the way through to the bottling line in UK. 

 

Judges commented that "Seaway have a dedicated team offering wine exporters vast 

experience in international logistics. Seaway Logistics have focused on a regional centre in 

Australia, revamped the transport network, and launched the people and its products to the 

rest of the world. 

 

“The innovative redesign of road-rail-port options required a change of thinking but has 

added significant efficiency, timeliness and cost effectiveness to a major component of our 

national wine exports. 

 

“Seaway demonstrated that it’s not about being everything to everyone but rather 

providing tailored solutions to what the individual customers and regions need. Its bulk wine 

logistic offering in Mildura is a key example of this and creates a new benchmark for 

regionally operated logistics projects." 

 

Whilst the U-Freight Group handles wine shipments throughout its network, special 

investments have been made to support the growing wine business in China.  

 

For example, one of U-Freight Logistics’ facilities in Hong Kong is officially approved by the 

Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency (HKQAA) for the provision of commercial wine 

storage. The certification means that U-Freight Logistics (HK) Limited is officially able to 

provide commercial wine storage services within the company’s warehouse at Kwai Chung. 

 Back to Index 

 

 

 

 



 

EFL gets Irish travel agents approval              Back to Index 

The Irish Travel Agents Association has welcomed Bike-on-Board / Pets-on-Board as a 

new affiliate partner of the Association. 

 

Bike-on-board and Pets-on-Board are divisions of our partner in Ireland, EFL International 

Distribution Ltd. 

 

The former offers a specialised method of transporting motorcycles to and from Europe, 

provides the opportunity for Irish tourists wishing to take their own motorcycles to travel 

throughout Europe and for European visitors wishing to take motorcycle holidays in Ireland 

using their own motorcycles. 

 

Pets-on-Board is a specialist international pet moving service, handling and shipping pets 

from Ireland to all parts of the world and arranging for the handling and shipping of pets 

from all over the world back to Ireland. Pets-on-board look after all the import/export 

customs and shipping formalities and EFL guides owners through all of the veterinary 

regulations pertaining to importing/exporting all cats and dogs. 

 Back to Index 

 



 

Spanish partner enjoys annual convention           Back to Index 
 
Our partner in Spain, Tracosa Aduanas, held its annual convention in Barcelona from 

November 29-30, 2014.  

 

The event was attended by all staff from the Barcelona, Madrid and Valencia offices.   

  

This year's event was undertaken to exchange ideas in a company wide analysis of the 

current situation of the business and the market, in order to define the new company 

strategy until 2018. 

  

Marco Garcia, Managing Director since 2002, called the annual meeting to propose a 

strategic plan that takes into account the times that the transport sector and company face, 

even considering that the company has still grown by 60% over the last few years. 

 

Management from different areas: operations, air, sea, customs clearance, marketing and 

sales, brought together their views following an exhaustive internal and external analysis 

through presentations and discussions that encouraged reflection, exchanging ideas and 

the mapping out a joint plan for the future.  

 Back to Index 

 



 

Warehousing and Storage Solutions                Back to Index 

The U-Freight Group (UFL) has an excellent track record for successful warehouse design, 

implementation and operation for both dedicated and multi-user facilities. 

Warehousing services support inbound logistics, distribution and aftermarket services in a 

way that improves customers' inventory management, reduces total operating costs and 

improves cycle times. 

 

Operating over 120,000 sq.m of multi-user warehouse space across the world, all 

connected to our global freight management network, UFL serves a range of customers in 

different industries. 

 

Our wide range of warehousing and distribution services include: 

 

- loading and unloading 

 

- pick and pack 

 

- storage and distribution 

 

- inventory management 

 

- purchase order management 

 

- claims management 

 

- management of returned goods 

 

- pre-sales and after sales service 

 

- technical services 

 

- transportation and customs clearance 

 

- kitting 

 Back to Index 



 

Freight transportation market to be worth USD23 billion by 2019           

                                                 Back to Index 

We note that the worldwide freight transportation management market is set to grow from 

USD15.30 billion (2014) to USD23.69 billion by 2019 at a compound annual growth rate 

(CAGR) of 9.14%, according to a new market research report titled ‘Freight Transportation 

Management Market by Solutions’ published by MarketsandMarkets. 

 

The report focuses on key adoption trends, evolution of solutions, services, future 

opportunities, and business cases in this freight market. 

 

According to the report, the increasing international trade, globalisation and growing 

population are demanding a greater deal of efficiency in logistics activities to fulfill the 

on-time delivery demand of the end users. 

 

This has created an “enormous opportunity” for the vendors of this market to provide 

on-demand, real time updated and intelligent solutions and you can be certain the UFL is 

considering what developments it needs to make in order to capitalise on the opportunities. 

 Back to Index 



 

Air cargo growth up at Pactl and Hactl               Back to Index 

Shanghai Pudong International Airport Cargo Terminal Ltd (Pactl) handled a total of 1.5 

million tonnes of air cargo in 2014, a year-on-year increase of 16.15 per cent as demand 

surged at mainland China's busiest airport. 

 

Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminals Ltd (Hactl) also finished the year in good shape after 

completing its first calendar year without prime customer Cathay Pacific, which moved its 

1.2 million tons of cargo to its own terminal. 

 

By November - the latest month for which figures are available - Hactl had handled 1.65 

million tons of air freight year to date. 

 

Pactl handled half the cargo through Shanghai Pudong. The Sino-German joint venture 

also posted a 14.6 per cent year-on-year increase to 136,932 tons in December. 

 

Outbound international cargo tonnage for December was up 14.69 per cent year on year, 

reaching 75,032 tons, while international imports amounted to 51,875 tons, up 13.76 per 

cent. 

 Back to Index 

 



 

US west coast ports near gridlock                   Back to Index 

Almost one year since the threat of a work slowdown or strike was mentioned as a 

possibility, both sides in the US west coast port labour dispute are sparring and blaming 

each other and the cargo interests are continuing to suffer the consequences.  

 

It appears that the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) and the International Longshore and 

Warehouse Union (ILWU) can't agree on much since the contract expired in July 2014. 

 

Good faith talks started with both sides being positive about a resolution, until the work 

slowdowns started in October 2014. It progressively worsened and now both sides spout 

their rhetoric and blame each other with accusations of bad faith labour tactics. 

 

As a result, the USA is experiencing delays at some major ports, with the Pacific Maritime 

Association (PMA) warning that operations at the five largest ports on the West Coast are 

approaching gridlock. 

 

Typically, a vessel can discharge and load within three days, but is now taking up to one 

week to accomplish the same functions. 

 

One week in mid-January saw seven containerships waiting to discharge in Long Beach 

and eight were reported anchored in Oakland's harbour awaiting a berth. The PMA claims 

that the slowdown has reduced productivity by as much as 60% from an average of about 

100 lifts per per day to 40 lifts per day. 

 

Although both sides have jointly requested for federal mediators to intervene, the latest 

news from the Federal Mediation & Conciliation Services (FMCS) website was that 

collective bargaining agreements will continue as soon as possible under the auspices of 

the FMCS. 

 

The situation has created a domino effect with west coast truckers, exasperating the matter. 

Truckers now deal with the long wait times and chassis situations which appear to be 

mounting as the terminals rely on the longshoreman to load and unload the containers from 

the chassis. Some truckers are reporting an additional 6 hours wait time, which affects the 

number of pickups or deliveries a trucker can make in a given day. 

 



 

 

Please contact your local U-Freight representative for updates and the latest local 

information on this matter. 

 Back to Index 



 

Global air freight growth concentrates in Asia and Middle East                    

 Back to Index 

We note that that the most recent report from the International Air Transport Association 

(IATA) concerning data for global air freight markets showed that demand measured in 

freight tonne kilometres (FTK) grew 4.2% compared to November 2013. Capacity grew by 

3.3% over the previous November. Compared to October 2014, air freight demand 

expanded by a healthy 0.8%. 

 

The most significant growth was recorded by carriers in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East 

regions, at 5.9% and 12.9%, respectively. Carriers in these regions captured the vast 

majority of the global increase (93%). Carriers in Asia-Pacific accounted for 55% of the total 

year-on-year growth (with a market share of 39.7%), while airlines in the Middle East region 

contributed a further 38% of growth (with a market share of 13.3%). 

 

An important development emerged at the end of 2014 which, if it continues, bodes well for 

air freight markets. Air freight is closely linked to world trade (by value about a third of 

goods traded internationally are shipped by air). Air cargo growth stagnated from 2011 as 

world trade volumes basically grew in tandem with domestic production. A strong growth 

trend in cross-border trade emerged over the second half of 2014 (while domestic industrial 

production remained stable) which has had a positive impact on air cargo volumes. 

 

"More goods are being traded internationally and that is fueling the growth in air freight. It 

was clear in November that most of that growth is being captured by carriers in the dynamic 

and relatively business-friendly Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions. This year we expect 

air freight markets to expand by 4.5%, outpacing projected growth in world trade (4.0%). 

But that optimism is tempered by the many macro-economic and political risks that continue 

to impact trade flows," said Tony Tyler, IATA’s Director General and CEO. 

 

"The air cargo industry enters 2015 propelled by solid growth trend. Shippers have a choice 

in modes of transport and, like customers everywhere, demand ever greater value. To turn 

the growth into sustained stronger profitability, the air cargo industry faces the challenge of 

investing in more efficient and higher quality processes and facilities that will give it the 

winning edge over its competitors," said Tyler. 

 Back to Index 

 



 

Lithium-metal battery ban for bellyhold cargo now in force                    

 Back to Index 

We remind all readers that the ban on shipments of lithium-metal batteries on passenger 

aircraft came into force in January. 

 

The ban was imposed by the UN’s International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), with 

international authorities confirming that the rule changes only apply to lithium-metal 

batteries packed as standalone items, which must be marked with a CAO (cargo aircraft 

only) label, although certain consolidation restrictions will also apply.  

 

Shipments of electronic equipment with lithium-metal batteries installed will still be 

permitted on passenger and cargo aircraft, although clarification language has been added 

for lithium-ion and lithium-metal batteries packed with equipment that limits the number of 

spare batteries allowed in a package. 

 

Estimates suggest that around 10% of the 2.5 billion lithium-metal batteries manufactured 

annually are shipped by air, with the majority transported via surface transport. Lithium-ion 

batteries are far more frequently shipped by air, but there has been no similar effort to ban 

their transport on passenger aircraft despite a heightened awareness of their dangers. 

About 4.8 billion lithium-ion cells were manufactured in 2013, and production is forecast to 

reach 8 billion a year by 2025. 

 

However, a multidisciplinary meeting in September produced a number of 

recommendations concerning the carriage of lithium batteries in the long term, including the 

potential for enhancing their packaging, modifying the design of aircraft, and the possibility 

of only transporting by air lithium-ion batteries where the level of charge is restricted to 

30%. 

 Back to Index 

 

 

 


